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daughter, who was not unengaged either, but promised to Sylla's
son, Faustus. A little time after, Caesar married Calpurnia, the
daughter of Piso, and got Piso made consul for the year following.
Cato exclaimed loudly against this, and protested, with a great deal
of warmth, that it was intolerable the government should be prosti-
tuted by marriages, and that they should advance one another to the
commands of armies, provinces, and other great posts, by means of
women. Bibulus, Caesar's colleague, finding it was to no purpose to
oppose his bills, but that he was in danger of being murdered in the
forum, as also was Cato, confined himself to his house, and there let
the remaining part of his consulship expire. Pornpey, when he was
married, at once filled the forum with soldiers, and gave the people
his help in passing the new laws, and secured Caesar the government
of all Gaul, both on this and the other side of the Alps, together with
Illyricurn, and the command of four legions for five years. Cato made
some attempts against these proceedings, but was seized and led off on
the way to prison by Caesar, who expected that he would appeal to the
tribunes. But when he saw that Cato went along without speaking
a word, and not only the nobility were indignant, but the people also,
out of respect for Cato's virtue, were following in silence, and with
dejected looks, he himself privately desired one of the tribunes to
rescue Cato. As for the other senators, some few of them attended
the house, the rest, being disgusted, absented themselves. Hence
Considius, a very old man, took occasion one day to tell Caesar that
the senators did not meet because they were afraid of his soldiers.
Caesar asked, "Why don't you, then, out of the same fear, keep at
home?" To which Considius replied, that age was his guard against
fear, and that the small remains of his life not worth much caution.
But the most disgraceful thing that was done in Caesar's consulship
was his assisting to gain the tribuneship for the same Clodius who
had made the attempt on his wife's chastity and intruded upon the
secret vigils. He was elected on purpose to effect Cicero's downfall;
nor did Caesar leave the city to join his army till they two had over-
powered Cicero and driven him out of Italy.
Thus far have we followed Caesar's actions before the wars of
Gaul. After this, he seems to begin his course afresh, and to enter
upon a new life and scene of action. And the period of those wars
which he now fought, and those many expeditions in which he sub-
dued Gaul, showed him to be a soldier and general not in the least in-
ferior to any of the greatest and most admired commanders who had
ever appeared at the head of armies. For if we compare him with
the Fabii, the MetelH, the Scipios, and with those who were his
contemporaries, or not lorrg" before him, Sylla, Marius, the two
Ltaculli, or even Pompey himself, whose glory, It may be said, went}
,113} at that time to heavea for every excellence in war, we shall